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Use with East Asia Today,  
Section 2.5, in your textbook.

seC tioN Gove r Nm e Nt & eCo Nom iC s

2.5 Japan’s Economic Future

Reading and Note-Taking Identify Problems and Solutions
Use the Problem-and-Solution Chart below as you read Section 2.5 to keep track of information about 
Japan’s recent economic history and its outlook for the future. Are there solutions to Japan’s long-term 
economic problems that would not cause economic damage in the short-term? Explain why or why not  
in the Solutions box.

Japan has suffered a number of economic crises recently, 
and major problems await future generations.

Long-term Prospects recent economic Performance

Japan had the strongest 
economy in the region from 
the 1960s until the late 1980s.
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